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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the Applicant's preliminary amendment filed on August 17, 
2001. Claims 1-50 have been canceled. Claims 51-55 have been examined. 

Claim Objections 

2. Claims 54 and 55 are objected to because of the following informalities: "himself 
and "herself. The words "himself or herself in the claims should be changed to "the 
user." Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the siJbject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claims 51-55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as failing to 
set forth the subject matter which applicant(s) regard as their invention. 

5. Claims 51 and 54 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. The term "potentially" in claims 51 and 54 is a 
relative term which renders the claims indefinite. The member identifier is either unique 
or non-unique and cannot be "potentially" non-unique. The term "potentially" is not 
defined by the claims, the specification does not provide a standard for ascertaining the 
requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be reasonably apprised of 
the scope of the invention. 
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6. Claim 51 recites the limitation "the solicited member identifier" in (a)(2). There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

7. . Claims 52, 53, and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. The claims are rejected because they are 
dependent on an indefinite independent claim for the reasons stated above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

8. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

9. Claims 51-53 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Boesch et al., U.S. Pat. No. 6,092,053 (hereinafter, Boesch). 

As to claim 51 , Boesch discloses a system and method for merchant invoked 
electronic commerce that stores purchasing information for registered consumers, 
comprising: 
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a) registering the user by (i.e. A known or registered consumer is a consumer who has 
previously registered with the CIS software and who information matches information 
supplied by the consumer during a prior registration) (col. 7, lines 47-50): 

(1) obtaining for the user a member identifier that is potentially not 
unique (i.e. the CIS software prompts the consumer for the consumer's identification 
number) (col. 7, lines 37-38); and 

(2) after obtaining the solicited member identifier, storing a unique 
identifier for the user on the user computer system in conjunction with the obtained 
member identifier (i.e. The browser identifier is a cookie. A browser identifier identifies 
the consumer browser on a specific consumer computer) (col. 7, lines 18-20); and 

(b) identifying the user by (i.e. A browser identifier identifies the consumer browser on a 
specific consumer computer) (col. 7, lines 18-20);: 

(1) soliciting from the user the member identifier of the user (i.e. the CIS 
software prompting the consumer for the consumer's identification number) (col. 8, lines 
23-25); 

(2) receiving the member identifier of the user (i.e. the consumer's response for 
proof is sent back to the CIS) (col. 8, lines 31-32); 

(3) reading from the user computer system the unique identifier stored 
in conjunction with the member identifier received (i.e. CIS software receives and 
processes the message to determine if the consumer's browser contains an identifier 
which identifies a consumer that matches a data entry in a file in the consumer data 
structure of the CIS) (col. 7, lines 18-22) ; and 
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(4) identifying the user using the unique identifier (i.e. CIS software accesses 
and gathers the consumer's information which is stored in the consumer data structure) 
(col. 8, lines 41-43). 

As to claim 52, Boesch discloses the method of claim 51 wherein a plurality of 
users having the same user computer system are registered by repeating (a)(1)-(a)(2) 
for each of the plurality of users (i.e. The system has a consumer data structure that 
stores purchasing information for registered consumers) (Abstract). 

As to claim 53, Boesch discloses the method of claim 51 wherein obtaining for 
the user a member identifier that is potentially not unique comprises: 
soliciting from the user a member identifier of the user (i.e. The consumer's passphrase 
is used to authenticate the consumer. This entry is provided by the consumer during 
the registration process.) (col. 7, lines 38-43); and 

receiving from the user a member identifier of the user (i.e. The consumer's passphrase 
is used to authenticate the consumer. This entry is provided by the consumer during 
the registration process.) (col. 7, lines 38-43). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

10. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject nnatter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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11. Claims 54 and 55 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boesch in view of Watson, U.S. Pat. No. 5,978,780. 

As to claims 54 and 55, Boesch discloses the method of claim 51 . Boesch does 
not explicitly disclose 

wherein the method is practiced on behalf of a first online service, and obtaining for the 
user a member identifier that is potentially not unique comprises obtaining for the user a 
member identifier used by the user to identify himself or herself to a second online 
service distinct from the first online service. 

However, Watson teaches a bill consolidation system that allows a user to 
include multiple online service accounts into a single account. The bill consolidation 
system includes a unique identifying number for a user as well as a unique personal 
service exchange identifying number for each online service account (col. 16 and 17; 
lines 63-8). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
Applicants' invention to include the aforementioned limitations as taught by Watson 
within Boesch for the motivation of consolidating multiple online service account into a 
single account. 

Conclusion 

The following U.S. patents not cited in this action are considered pertinent prior 

art: 

6,138,142 
5,963,915 
6,006,260 
6,047,268 
6,070,185. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samuel S. Weis whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2025. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 to 5, Monday - Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Alexander Kalinowski can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 



Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



273-8300. 



Samuel S. Weis 





